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Berwick City Cougars Baseball Club Inc

ABN: 83 050 079 090

PO Box 614  Berwick  VIC  3806

Cyril Molyneux Reserve
Mansfield St, Berwick

Clubrooms: 9796 2022

Season 2007/08, Issue 1, July 2007
A message from the President…..
It’s that time of year again when we have to start getting ready for the new season.

The 2006/07 was another season of growth for the club with playing numbers rising by over 40, these predominantly being in our Tball and junior ranks. Our growth is obviously pleasing, with the VBA acknowledging that we were the fastest growing club as far as playing numbers were concerned last season. This is a tremendous accomplishment and hopefully puts us in a better position with the VBA and we can leverage some additional support from them.

Financially, we have maintained our strong financial position, maintaining cash assets of over $10,000 with an additional $2,000+ in the Junior Development Fund. With such a healthy bank balance going into last season, we did budget for a break even position so it was pleasing to achieve this. 

With a strong numbers base and financial stability, we are really in a position now that our focus needs to be on strengthening our club from an on field perspective. On field success is something that really needs to be a major focus. As much as we play for the love of the game, there is much more enjoyment in success. That doesn’t necessarily mean premierships, but at least being very competitive. 
Moving forward, I see the club having two major points of focus. Firstly, our location and playing facilities. It is quite obvious that we have outgrown our current facility and need to urgently work with the council to assess our future, whether that be to have a second site or to move to a new site. Discussions are already underway with the council regarding this.

Our second, and possibly even more significant focus, is providing the level of coaching necessary for the development of our players, both junior and senior. If our club is to progress into the higher divisions, which is ultimately our goal, we need to ensure our juniors have the skills to move into the senior sides and add to the strength of these sides. Additionally, our seniors, particularly the younger players, need to have the appropriate level of coaching available to them.
The committee is very focussed on addressing these two issues.
See you on the diamond!!!
Paul Quinn

President 

2007/08 Fee Structure

The 2007/08 Fee Structure is currently being finalised following the confirmation of player registration and team costs from the VBA and will be advised at preseason training sessions. 
2007/08 Committee Members

	WHO
	POSITION
	ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
	CONTACT

	Paul Quinn
	President
	· Pretty much anything & everything
· Reserve Committee of Management President
	9704 8300
0438 187 775

paul.quinn@blackrock.com
(note new email address)

	Brendan Robinson
	Vice President
	· Back up for the President

	0425 716 398
brendan.46@hotmail.com

	Liz Beasley
	Secretary
	· In & Out Correspondence
· Player Registrations & Clearances
	0418 543 533
beasmarsh@bigpond.com.au

	Craig Wood
	Treasurer
	· Manages all club finances
	0418 308 076

craig.wood@dorma.com.au

	Grant Beasley
	General Committee
	· Baseball Equipment
· Junior Development Program
	0418 543 580
beasmarsh@bigpond.com.au

	Eric Evans
	General Committee
	· Ground Maintenance
· Canteen Stock
	0418 100630

zoki@bigpond.net.au

	Gillian Gavin
	General Committee
	· Club News Letter
	0412 553 951

iangillian@bigpond.com

	Richard Silva
	General Committee
	· Junior Coordinator (oversees all matters relating to Juniors)
	0419 346 188

rebelect@hotmail.com

	Leo Hemmes
	General Committee
	· Baseball Equipment
	0418 787 147

landjhem@bigpond.net.au

	Daniel Betreen
	General Committee
	
	0431 523 379

danalicious@hotmail.com


Committee Positions Available

According to our Constitution, we can have up to 12 committee members so there are two more vacancies. If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact Liz.
BUT WE STILL NEED SOME HELP!!!

There are still a couple of roles that we need people to look after (even if they are not actually on the committee). If you are interested in fulfilling any of these roles, please contact Richard..

· Tball convener
· Under 12 Domestic convener
EVENT CALENDAR 
	DATE
	TIME
	EVENT

	Sat 25th August
	10am-12pm
	· Junior Pre-season Training Clinic (excludes TBall)

	Sun 26th August
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Sat 1st September
	10am-12pm
	· Junior Pre-season Training Clinic (excludes TBall)

	Sun 2nd September
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Sat 8th September
	10am–12pm
	· Registration ( & fee payments) Day

· Come and Try Day

· Baseball Equipment/Uniform van on site

· Free Sausage Sizzle

	
	12pm – 2pm
	· Under 12 Tryouts

· Under 14 Tryouts

	Sun 9th September
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Wed 12th September
	4.30pm – 6pm
	· Under 12 Tryouts

· Under 14 Tryouts

	Sat 15th September
	10am–12pm
	· Registration ( & fee payments) Day

· Bring a Mate Day

· Junior Pre-season Training Clinic (including TBall)

· Under 12 & 14 sides announced

· Sunday Teams commence own arranged training sessions from now on

	Sun 16th September
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Sat 22nd September
	10am–11.30am
11.30am-12pm
	· Junior Pre-season Training Clinic (Domestic & TBall teams)
· Domestic & TBall teams selected

	Sun 23rd September
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Sat 29th September
	
	· No Activity

	Sun 30th September
	10am-12pm
	· Senior Pre-season Training session

	Fri 5th October
	7.30pm +
	· Senior Season Launch – Details to Follow

	Sat 6th October
	8.30am–10am
9.30 – 12pm
	· TBall Commences
· Domestic Comps Commence

	Sun 7th October
	12pm
	· Senior H&A Comp commences

	Sun 14th October
	8am – 11am
	· Junior H&A Season Starts

	Fri 20th October
	6pm +
	· Junior Season Launch (Pizza Night)


Junior News

The VBA has announced that they will align with ‘Little League’ (as you see on television in the States). Little League is an organisation in its own right, focusing on community baseball and with an annual budget of over US$20m. The concept will include Regional, State and National tournaments in Australia with then an invitation to the World Little League tournament. 

Final details are still being confirmed however one of the most significant changes is the age group as Little League is based on an American Under 13 age group. 

We are not sure at this stage what impact this will have on our other age groups as a consequence but we will certainly let you know once it has all been confirmed.

This year (without knowing the impact of the Little League incorporation) we anticipate fielding teams in all age groups, some in State League and some in Metro.

The growth in our Tball, Under 12 and Under 14 numbers has given us the opportunity to consider changing our domestic competition structures to offer more domestic competitions. Obviously this will all be dependant on our numbers this season but our preference is to provide our new baseballers with domestic competitions to play in whilst they are learning the game before being thrust into the Sunday competition format.

Tryouts
Under 12 & Under 14 Sunday teams will have tryouts held. As per the calendar, two dates have been scheduled for the tryouts, although we would prefer as many as possible attending the Saturday 8th session however there is also a session on Wednesday 12th September.

If you are unable to make either of these times and intended on trying out, please contact Richard Silva.
Junior Coaches – Expression of Interest
If you are interested in coaching one of our junior teams (either Sunday’s or our domestic Baseball or Tball teams) please contact Richard Silva for details by August 4th.
Baseball Victoria Spring Camp
Baseball Victoria will once again be holding their 3 day Spring Camp at the Waverley Baseball Club from 3rd to 5th October from 9am to 4pm each day. The clinic is aimed at 8-15 year olds.
The cost is $185 (discounts for multiple family members. Please direct any enquiries to Baseball Victoria on 9645 8000. Registration forms can be obtained from the VBA or Liz Beasley.
Be part of it with the big boys for a day
At each home game of the firsts this season, one player junior player for each game will be invited to be part of the senior team for the day. This includes warming up with the boys before the game and during innings changes and being batboy whist we are batting.
Details of how you can be put in the ballot will be provided in due course.
Senior News

Since being promoted to Division 3, it is fair to say that generally our seniors have struggled on the field to make a real impact. It is time to make a change.

The lack of interest of many players turning up to training has been a major contributor of this lack of success, albeit, we understand many of the reasons why this has been the case. The committee has recognised that in order for our seniors to improve, we need to provide them with a coach that will change our culture and reinvent the players interest in training by providing them with varied drills and exercises and most importantly, ‘teaching’.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Wayne Porter to the position of Senior Coach. Many senior players will know Wayne from his club senior coach role at Ormond Glen Huntley over the last few years. Wayne brings over 30 years experience in baseball. He has coached a variety of senior and junior teams, including representative sides.

Wayne has a very professional work ethic when it comes to coaching and sees training as an integral part of the whole baseball experience. Players will be expected to attend training and be prepared for some hard work. We are very confident, as has been his experience when he went to Ormond that players will want to attend training as they feel they are getting benefits from it.

With the number of Under 16 & Under 18 players available to us this season, we anticipate fielding four Sunday teams this season.

You old boys interested in a game?
There seems to be a number of dads and ex players who feel they are little bit old to put on the cleats. Well, have you considered playing Masters baseball?  Masters is played on a Monday night and is very social. 38 years young to qualify if you are interested.

If you would like to have a run in the Masters (we will see how we go for numbers – need about 15 to consider), express your interest at the Registration Days.
Gippsland Championships – Cougars take the Title
As has been the case for many years, a Cougars senior team ventured down the Princes Highway to participate in the annual Latrobe Valley Baseball Championships. This tournament is a preseason tournament for the Latrobe Valley Baseball Association with a few Melbourne clubs invited to participate. 
The Cougars headed to Traralgon with high expectations, knowing that they were fielding possibly the strongest side that they had ever taken to the champs and with many of the local sides not being at full strength. Doubling as the end of season trip away, it was also taken as a ‘lets just see what happens’ event and if we are still in the running come Saturday night, lets have a decent crack at the title.
The Cougars proved to be too strong throughout the tournament thanks to strong pitching and consistent batting throughout the two days. The Cougars made the Grand Final for the second consecutive year however this time, went on with the job to take the title for the first time, going through the six game tournament undefeated

Club Sponsorship
Sponsorship is a very important part of our club with the benefits flowing back to our members by keeping our fees as low as we can. We have done a bit of research in this regard and we are easily one of least expensive clubs when it comes to our fees.
This year there are a number of Sponsorship options available and we are more than happy to discuss any alternative suggestions you may have. If you are able to help out with sponsorship, please contact Grant Beasley. Remember, this can be a business sponsorship or from an individual or family.

All sponsors will be presented on the Sponsors board for all to see.

Domestic Team Sponsor - $300
All our domestic teams are issued with T shirts as their playing uniform. The business logo of the sponsor will be printed on the back of the T shirt for a team. $150 of this sponsorship goes into the Junior Development Fund. 
Junior Club Sponsor - $1000+(Home & Away Sunday Competition)
Last year, we had a senior club sponsor which provided warm up T shirts for all senior players. The feedback was extremely positive seeing all of the senior players dressed the same before the game during their warm-up. We would like to introduce the same concept into our Junior club this season. That is around 70 kids wearing these each week, not to mention them wearing them all around the place, promoting our club and your business.

The layout is negotiable but based on the seniors last year, a roughly A4 size Cougars logo and your logo on the back is what we would be looking at.
Senior Club Sponsor - $1000+
The senior club sponsorship will be negotiable with the sponsor but we would be very interested in obtaining another sponsor for the warm-up T shirts again this season.

Again, we are happy to discuss any sponsorship opportunities or ideas you may have.
Cheers!!!
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